GUIZHOU PROGRAM
— Dulwich Intl High School Suzhou

Location:
Zhaoxing Dong Village, Guizhou
(BRI B ZELAFSE)

Dates:
October 26-30, 2026

The focus of this program will be a community service project in a Dong
Village near Zhaoxing, helping the village residents with farming and/or
simple construction projects. The program will include many cultural
elements (DIY cooking, batik-making, ethnography interviews), as well as a
hike through the stunning rice terraces of Zhaoxing. There will also be a
long-table banquet dinner and ethnic performance. Students will learn
about different cultures in the area (namely the Dong ethnic minority)
through participatory EOTC experiences and supporting materials.
Through daily discussions, students will gain additional knowledge of
history and culture, and context for the activities.

Hotel (4 nights)

(Including meals/accommodation, equipment, professional instructors,
insurance, local bus transportation, applicable entry fees, and 1 free
teacher for every 10 students):

RMB 6,000

*Does not include round-trip flight from
Shanghai to Guilin
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# PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Dong. Many still adhere to traditional ways of life, which can be seen in their dress, housing, and
culture. Students will learn about the local culture first through a scavenger hunt and then by
completing ethnographies on local Dong villagers and visiting tourists, and presenting the results
to their peers.

Many of the villages in the area are very remote, and it was only in the last decade that most
SERVlCE LEARNING gained access to roads and electricity. While the local people should certainly be lauded for their
PROJ ECTS resourcefulness, their way of life is arduous and incomes are meager. Students will spend 1 day ina
quaint village in Congjiang County, where KA will facilitate a community service project by the
students; depending on the needs of the villagers, it could involve farmwork, repairing footpaths.

Due to the historical remoteness of this region, most villages are still connected with footpaths,
which are often more direct than roads. This program features a stunning hike on one such
footpath, which connects Zhaoxing with the satellite village of Tang’an. While rugged and
3% Challenging, the footpath feature beautiful views of terraced rice paddies and rustic villages.

The Dong ethnic minorities are known for their crafts, including bamboo bird-cages, silver

DIY DONG ornaments, embroidery and batik. As part of the trip, we will visit a cultural center to learn about
HANDICRAFTS the traditional process of hand-making batik cloth. Students will make their own batiks to take
with them, and will also have time to do some souvenir shopping.
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I\ TRAVEL TO GUIZHOU / SCAVENGER HUNT / NIGHT WALK

08:50am - 11:45am g  Flight from Shanghai to Guilin.
12:000m @ Rendezvous with KA guides, introductions, welcome lunch.

01:00pm @ Busto Zhaoxing (3 hours), one of the most well-preserved traditional Dong
villages in Guizhou.

04:000m @ Scavenger hunt in Zhaoxing; beginning at the museum, students will learn
about the basics of Dong culture, as well as the layout of Zhaoxing
Village. [This might be postponed until Day 2, depending on time
s DA i ¢ constraints].

. 5
P R 0 P 0 S{D 6:30pm ¢ Long-table banquet dinner.
ITI N E RA RY 7:30pm @ Evening walk to a scenic viewpoint overlooking at Zhaoxing town, to enjoy

the ‘nightscape..

aq

8:30pm @ Return to hotel, shower, rest.
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DIY BATIK / “DONG-STYLE” FARMING / DIY MODEL DRUM TOWER

08:30am

09:30am

11:00am

12:00pm

01:30pm

04:30pm

05:30pm

06:30pm

08:00pm

Breakfast at hotel.

Learn about traditional batik making process for which this area is famous; afterwards,
students will make their own batik souvenirs.

Next, students will build miniature wooden Dong Drum Tower ({FA3E§%#) models
using pre-prepared wooden components. During the activity, students will learn how
traditional Drum Towers are constructed using ancient mortise-and-tenon joinery
techniques, allowing the structures to be built without nails while remaining strong
and stable for hundreds of years.

Lunch in local restaurant.

Join local Dong residents in the village surrounds for “Dong-style” farming, where
students try to help catch fish that are being raised in the rice paddies.

Conclude activity, return to hotel, shower, rest.

Self-arranged dinner in Zhaoxing (KA will provide a meal allowance, and students will be
given freedom to arrange their own dinners).

Free time in Zhaoxing.

Return to hotel for rest.
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SERVICE PROJECT / DONG TRADITIONAL CULTURE

08:30am

10:30am

12:00pm

01:00pm

04:30pm

06:30pm

07:00pm

Breakfast at hotel, bus to Huanggang, a traditional Dong Village (1 hour).

Begin community service activity: depending on the needs of the village, this could
involve repairing walkways and small bridges in the village, farm-work, etc.

Return to base for lunch.

Continue service learning project. This might involve building / repairing the footbridges
that villagers rely on to cross creeks around the village. The bridges are made of wood,
and students will work under the guidance of local carpenters.

Return to hotel (1 hour+), shower, rest.

Dinner at hotel restaurant.

Reflections, discussion of community service.
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DONG ETHNOGRAPHY ACTIVITY / RETURN TO SHANGHA

08:00am

09:00am

11:00am

11:30am

12:15pm

03:30pm

5:25pm -7:55pm

Breakfast at hotel, pack-up, check-out.

Introduction to interviews and ethnography field-work. Then, students will divide
into groups, don their anthropologist hats, and interview both local residents
and visitors about culture, daily life, their views on tourism, etc. Afterwards,
students will outline their findings in short presentations for their peers.

Prepare and present the results of morning interviews.
Final reflections, farewell lunch.

Depart for Guilin Airport (2 hours).
Arrive at airport, check-in for return flight.

Return flight from Guilin to Shanghai.
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# ACCOMMODATION

GUIZHOU PROGRAM

While KA maintains consistent standards in safety and student
experience across all of our programs and locations, we work
hard to cater to different budgets, especially in the areas of food
and accommodation. For many programs, we are able to offer a
range of accommodation options, which might range from 4-star
hotels, to family-run guesthouses, to camping in tents. All
accommodation options must meet our rigorous standards of
safety, hygiene, and comfort, and must be large enough to
accommodate big groups. Typically, 2-3 students will share one
room, while accompanying teachers will get their own rooms.
Beyond that, we are happy to tailor accommodation options to
the needs and budgets of our clients.

Accommodation Information:
Hotel (4 nights)

Proposed Hotels:
Bo'la Resort / | hiI-i#iBF BEAR B IS(ZELRZRE)
Address: ZEXEZEN R — R RAESHE
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