DULWICH INTERNATIONAL | SUZHOU |
HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMME

US Application Agreement Policy

Class of 2027

If you are considering applying for Early Decision (ED) or Early Action (EA) this form MUST be signed and returned to
the Counselling Office no later than Feb 27™ 2026. If you are remotely considering applying ED or EA, complete this
form in the affirmative.

What is Early Decision (ED) and Early Action (EA)?

Early Decision and Early Action are two types of an accelerated university application processes in which students
must typically complete, submit, and pay for their applications in November of Year 13, if not earlier.

If the student is accepted by the institution with an ED application, then the student MUST attend that university. It is
a BINDING agreement across nations. Applying ED to a university means that if you are denied, you cannot then apply
RD to the same university. If you are accepted by your ED choice all other university applications MUST be withdrawn
by email and your counsellor cc’d in a week. The final transcript will only be sent to this university.

The Early Action process is non-binding (except for some universities and colleges who offer Single-Choice Early Action
or Restricted Early Action); however, the commitment to the application process is the same as ED.

Indicating your interest is not automatic approval that DHSZ will support your application for ED. Applications will
need to be approved as application to these universities is extremely rigorous. There is an earlier internal application
deadline than what the university posts on their website. Failure to meet DHSZ deadlines for ED/EA will result in the
cancellation of an ED/EA application.

Are There Benefits to Applying Early Decision or Early Action?

Early Decision and Early Action plans have their benefits but only if a student has a clear preference for one university
or college and have done their research. Overall, if applying to a top school, while you are demonstrating a
commitment and an undeniable interest, an ED application is considered among a generally more highly qualified,
smaller number of sincere and committed students, i.e. it may be more difficult to get accepted as those you are
competing against are the best of the best. While students applying ED may have a slight advantage due to smaller
applicant pools, they are usually very strong candidates, thus there is more intense competition. While some
universities and colleges admit higher percentages of early applications, others do not. If they do, it is because the
applicants are more qualified than those who apply Regular Decision. If you are taking a subject resit exam, your
EA/ED application is also significantly affected and consequently, an EA/ED application is not advised.

Can | apply to more than one school Early Decision or Early Action?

Students applying ED may apply EA unless prohibited by a specific university’s ED or EA policy. Please see the
student/parent handbook for further ED application information and the Code of Conduct. If you apply ED1 and are
rejected, you can then apply ED2 to another university if it is already one of the 10 choices on your Final List and it
was agreed it was an ED2 choice. Note that not all universities offer ED1 or ED2 options. If an ED2 application is
successful, then the applicant will need to withdraw from all other applications in all countries.

Early Decision Policy

No. By applying ED, you, your parents and counsellor have all signed an agreement that serves as a binding contract
stating that your acceptance will result in your matriculation. If there are extenuating circumstances, it is best to
contact the university directly to discuss your concerns and refer to your signed contract. Breaking an ED contract can
result in the ED school contacting other universities in all countries about your recanting on the agreement and you
could be blacklisted.

What if | want to apply to the US and to Oxford/Cambridge?

Students with a first-choice university in the US and applying ED, MUST withdraw the Oxford or Cambridge application
immediately if accepted by the ED university — this may be before you know whether you have been accepted to
Oxford or Cambridge.

By signing below, | hereby agree to abide by the above. | also understand that if specified deadlines for university
applications are not met, my application materials will be sent to meet Regular Decision deadlines, as the Counselling
Office cannot guarantee that my application materials, such as transcripts and recommendations, will reach the
university by the application deadline if internal deadlines are not met. | also confirm that if | am successful in any ED
application | will withdraw all other applications and only deposit at that university. | also understand my Final
Transcript will be sent to my ED university and only one Final Transcript will be sent to the one university | deposit at.
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