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Introduction

Dear Students and Parents,

The university application process can be daunting, filled with
uncertainty, numerous deadlines, and endless questions. However,
if students and parents plan early and keep an open mind to
counsellors’ and other educators’ suggestions and expertise, you
will find university choices and the application process to be
exciting and filled with boundless opportunities.

We hope this handbook serves as a guide and reference for you
whenever a question arises or an uncertainty occurs, and please
know we are always here for you.

The information in this handbook is accurate at the time of printing
and is mainly intended for current Year 13 students. Please also note
that this is not an exhaustive resource but an overview and
guide.

The Counselling Department

Updates for 2023-24

o SAT and ACT dates for 2023/24 may be subject to change

J Check official university websites and talk to your counsellor
for more information

. Check English language requirements carefully

. Check university deadlines as many have changed

Remember, we are here to support youl
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University and Career Counselling

A counsellor’s role is to advocate for students and to further advise students and
parents on an individual basis. This advice includes but is not limited to: researching
and choosing a university, career, course or major; admissions testing; external
programming; co-curricular activities; internships; or summer programmes.

The Dulwich Success Plan has been put together by the counsellors across all the
schools in the Dulwich family to provide excellent support for each student through the
whole university application process, starting in Year 10. The Dulwich Success Plan is a
four-year curriculum focused on university and career counselling that targets all
respective year groups at each Dulwich International School.

Parents, teaching staff and counsellors are vital to students’ future university
successes: students should regularly talk to and keep these key people involved in
their application processes and their hopes for the future.

Philosophy
Our philosophy is that each student does not simply matriculate to the highest ranked
university that grants them a place but, rather, considers the balance between social
and academic fit. Determining best fit is an individual and personal process and it
is also probably the first time that each student will be making a major decision about
their future. Parents, teachers and counsellors are dedicated to helping you achieve
your individualized goals.

Guiding Principles

e Students will have access to university counselling and career services from
the start of their high school education;

¢ Students will have adequate time to access services during the school day;

e Students will be exposed to and supported in all post-secondary and
vocational choices based on goals, individual capability, strengths and
interests identified through participation in The Dulwich Success Plan;

e Students will have sufficient support to participate in enrichment programmes
throughout the year;

e Parents will be educated, engaged, and understand their involvement and
roles in the university and career planning process;

e University and career counsellors will serve as advocates, supporting and
guiding every student, prioritising individual student needs;

o All staff will be trained and aware of their roles in The Dulwich Success Plan; and

e All staff will follow The Dulwich Success Plan, adhering to the highest of
professional and ethical standards.



Roles and Responsibilities

Applying to university is a collaborative process that involves the full participation of the
student, parents and the counsellor in preparing the students to apply to university.

The Counsellor
It is our aim to guide and advise students through the application process so that they are
prepared for what is a busy and often stressful time for students and parents.

What do the counsellors do?

Empower the students in researching universities and colleges;
Organise college and university visits to the school;
Guide students/parents through the application processes:
o One-on-one meetings with students and parents
o Advise on what should be included in the application
o Advise on creating a balanced university application list
o Provide assistance about the content of a personal statement
or essay
o Assist students with proof-reading their essays and personal
statements. We do not write them!

o Send initial transcripts, mid-year transcripts and final transcripts;
o Send the application and supporting documentation (as required)
to each university.
o Coordinate the Letters of Recommendations from teachers; and
. Write a counsellor Letter of Recommendation.
The Parent

It is very important that parents support their child through the process. Discussions should
take place early so that everyone's expectations can be managed appropriately.

Topics to discuss include:

Financial restrictions;

Prepare financial documentation as required;

Pay application fees as needed (generally a Visa/Mastercard isrequired);

Be aware of both DHSZ and external deadlines, and assist yourchild in ensuring
they are not missed;

Read and sign the Integrity Agreement and the USand UK Early Application
Policies ;

Have worldwide roaming on mobile phone to communicate withuniversities;
and

Please do not use agents or independent counsellors.



The Student

There is an expectation that the student should take ownership of researching and making
subsequent applications to the universities of their choice. These are their best fit, and
includes several universities in each category: most likely, likely, and unlikely.

What does the student do?
e Communicate with subject teachers as they provide information about you to
universities through Letters of Recommendation;
e Interact with university admission officers who visit DHSZ,
e Use Maia Learning;
e Research and compile a Long List of possible universities that includes:
o Required grades;
o Admission tests;
o English language requirements;
O Location;
o Deadlines; and
o Cost.
e Communicate with your counsellor about, but not limited to:

o Reading and responding to e-mails on a daily basis;

o Discussing the Long List and narrowing it down to the Final 10;

o Checking unofficial transcripts for accuracy;

o Completing applications;

o Informing them of external deadlines, allowing sufficient time of at least
three weeks to prepare documents.

o Informing them of all admission tests taken and test scores; and

o Informing counsellors of any offers and scholarships received, as well

as decisions made.

e Keep all documents safe — especially any external exam certificates you may have
been given. You will need these and they cannot be easily replaced,;

e Ask teachers for Letters of Recommendation and complete the Letter of
Recommendation Request Form in a timely manner, and definitely before the
deadline; and

e Readandsignthe Integrity Agreement and Early Application Agreement Policies,
of US and UK even if you are not applying to that country.



Agent/Independent Counsellor Policy

A private agent or an independent counsellor offers a wide range of services
including assisting with application materials, school selection, and writing essays.
However, it is not necessary to use an agent or an independent counsellor as
explained in the Integrity Agreement. There have been many cases where agents
have written essays for students. THIS IS UNETHICAL AND CAN RESULT IN
AUTOMATIC DENIAL OF ACCEPTANCE. An increasing number of universities
have made clear statements that they do not accept students who are paying a
company or an individual to complete the application process on their behalf.
Dulwich expects our students to take responsibility for themselves in terms of
applications and their further studies; therefore, if we find out a student is using
an independent counsellor or an agent to complete application forms, to write
essays, or to forge our school’s materials (transcripts, Letters of Recommendations
and so on), we will immediately inform the universities, without exception.

Dulwich provides university and career counselling services as part of your tuition
and offers professional advice throughout the process. The DHSZ counsellors will
be mentoring you from the beginning to the end of your applications; hiring an
agent or an independent counsellor is an unnecessary addition to your educational
investment.

Instead of purchasing services from agencies or independent counsellors,
engaging in the process of university research, selecting schools, completing
application forms and writing essays by yourself is a great opportunity to put your
future in your own hands. So, please do not pay others to take this valuable
chance from you!

Counsellor Appointments

Each year has different scheduled appointments and meetings with counsellors. If
students need an additional meeting with a counsellor, they can do so through their

House Counsellors or by booking through their AHOY.



Dulwich Success Plan

The following pages provide information, by year, so that our students are well
informed and can be well prepared for all stages of their university/college career
options. By following this plan, our students will be able to find their best fit university.

The Dulwich Success Plan is tailored to our students and their individual needs.
Counsellors are available for meetings with students and/or parents at a mutually
agreed convenient time, and are arranged by the PL. Students can make individual
appointments to speak to a counsellor who has a wide range of knowledge about
global institutions and application processes.

Throughout the year, DHSZ hosts a number of university and college visits from a
range of countries and disciplines, providing an environment for students to talk with
admission officers to learn more about particular areas of study and locations, ensuring
that by Year 13 students have a clear understanding of their best fit universities.

The counselling department also regularly invites academics to speak at the school,
so that students can have a better understanding of career and university options.

Maia Learning

Maia Learning is a college and career readiness online platform that helps connect
academic achievement to post-secondary goals. Maia Learning helps students
determine which careers may be of interest and helps them match their likes and
dislikes to specific colleges in many diverse areas, such as school size, location, and
majors offered. Maia Learning helps our students begin to prepare for life after high
school by helping them narrow down their areas of interest and by supporting them
with the process of applying to college. Year 12 and 13 students are particularly
active in managing their research and applications through this platforms.

Annual Objectives Year 10 — Year 13

All year groups will work on three key themes throughout their time at DHSZ: 1.
Knowing Themselves, 2. Understanding the Bigger Picture, and 3. Making Informed
Decisions. As the student progresses through Dulwich, the content of these themes
deepen each year. By the time the student is in Year 13, students can reflect on this
awareness in their university application.

* Year10
Year 10s have six counselling sessions during Life Skills classes.

This Year is about settling into DHSZ, and utilising the opportunities and experiences that
Dulwich offers. In order to start developing a strong college profile and identity,



students use this year to try new sports and/or skills. Learning objectives. are for
students to start to identify their strengths and help them learn more about themselves.
They will be able to identify their weaknesses and to try to turn theminto strengths;
they will also research and understand careers. Finally, they will also be supported in
choosing their science options for IGCSE, Year 11.

e Year1l
Year 11s will have a similar schedule to that of Year 10.

The A-Level choices that students will make in Term Two may affect what they study
at university and can even affect their admission. We will review course selection and
work with the Head of Departments to ensure that the most beneficial choices have
been made, based on tentative or definite future plans. Finally, students will work
with their counsellors to organise their schedules and plan co-curricular activities and
goals. Universities are always very clear that students' grades are the primary and

most important factor in their admissions' decisions so students are strongly advised

to pay close attention to their grades and to do the hard work that is necessary to
get the best possible grades. However, students should also be sure to build a strong
profile of meaningful experiences and skills through a range of co-curricular activities
because this is also an important and significant factor in universities' decisions
about making an offer to a student. Universities expect students to show consistency,
extended commitment, and leadership in their selected co-curricular activities.

The learning objectives for Year 11 are to understand how students can make
the best of opportunities and experiences they have in and out of school to be
competitive in the university admissions process. They will understand resiliency in
learning more about themselves; be able to apply hints and tips for decision making
processes, and understand and partake in the process of researching careers and
courses all over the world so that their decisions for A-Levels are based on well-
informed choices.

e 1G1
ThisYear group has a timetable similar to that of Year 11.

These students will focus on getting to know themselves by identifying their
strengths and how they can become more resilient. They will actively research how
their skill sets will aid them in the future by looking at different careers and majors.
Students will be supported in making A-Level choices.



* Year12

Students will take time to reflect on their time at DHSZ and to identify their strengths and
weaknesses. They will understand how they can stand out from the crowd, and be unique
in order to send well-drafted and meaningful applications to universitiesin Year 13.

Students will actively research courses, colleges and universities, beyond rankings
and minimum entry requirements, whilst looking at degree types and lengths in
different countries. The aim is to create a Long List of potential universities that they
may like to attend throughout the world. The students will have a firm understanding
of the terms unlikely, likely, and most likely when considering what types of
universities there are and how it suitsthem (see below in Year 13).

Students will also have opportunities to start crafting their application documentation
and will work with both counsellors and teachers of the English department in
producing a first draft of a Common Application essay, or a personal statement.

If students are thinking of applying to US universities, it is recommended that students
take the SAT or ACT in winter and/or early Spring of Year 12 so that their scores are
known before entering Year 13. Elite university preparation (Oxbridge and Ivy League)
and support is also available through Scholars Programme.

Students will ask applicable teachers to write Letters of Recommendation for their
university applications.

Students will have individual counselling sessions as well as class discussions and
projects. This process will start in January with a mandatory parent/student event.

e Year13

From the start of Year 13, individual student and parent meetings are held to discuss
unlikely, likely and most likely universities/college, application processes and, to sign
the Integrity Agreement and the US and UK Early Application Agreement Policies.

Our Year 13s have individual counselling throughout the application process. Their
applications are reviewed and checked prior to sending. Transcripts and other
documents will be prepared and sent as required.

Students need to communicate with their counsellors regularly about external
deadlines, scores and plans for Oxbridge, Early Action, Early Decision, or an art
degree, and to which universities they are applying to. The counsellors are involved
in each stage to advise and guide the student for the best outcome. These dates will
have been communicated to students and parents in January of Year 12.

10



University Application Preparation

Choosing a university is a significant decision that many families consider for several
years. The decision will affect a students’ future career, employment and success
in the years following graduation. Early in Year 13, students will send off their
university applications so, to avoid a last minute rush, students should start
planning early and follow the DHSZ University Application Timeline.

Please talk to your counsellor and teachers early and often about your
aspirations and plans; however, this is a decision about your life. We expect
youto be proactive and take very seriously your responsibility to find the
university,college, and degree that best fits you.

Parents have a big influence on college decisions (and normally pay the tuition) so
students need to start communicating with them about their educational goals early. At
some universities, decisions about a specific major can be postponed for one to two years
while students complete general education requirements. Others require students to
declare a major immediately and students are locked into that area of study from the first
day. Regardless of the country or the major which you choose to study, there are some very
important questions you need to ask yourself and try to answer:

What will my life be like in a new country?
Do | have the motivation to work hard?
Why do | want to study a particular course?
What subjects am | good at?

11



Application Limit
The Integrity Agreement limits the number of applications submitted to 10

universities, so apply wisely. The University of California Application system and
UCAS each count as a single application.

Why does Dulwich limit the number of applications?

A) If a student has done sufficient research, there is no need to apply to more
than 10 universities. We encourage students to apply to fewer than 10
because if a student has applied to universities that are reasonable choices,
he or she should receive multiple offers of admission. Students don't need
to apply to more than 10 universities in order to receive an offer.

B) Time management! During Year 13 students not only need to manage their
academic workload, but also write application essays/personal statements,
complete application forms, and some may need to work on an art portfolio
or prepare for [ELTS/TOEFL or SAT/ACT tests or other entrance exams,
therefore it is not realistic to manage more than 10 applications and still do
well academically, achieving the best possible grades.

Most Likely colleges

This term refers to colleges whose requirements mean a low chance for rejection for
that applicant. The student’s high school grades and test scores are well above the
school’s averages. Most students apply to two or three colleges where they will most
likely receive an offer. A student may opt for an academic most likely to attend and
one for affordability.

Likely colleges

Alikely school is one that will probably accept a student’s application for admission. The
student fits the admission criteria in academic and social areas of a likely college. A good
rule is to have six likely applications.

Unlikely colleges

These are the top choices, but ones that are unlikely to accept the student. This may
be because the student's qualifications match or fall slightly short of the college's
average, and/or the competition for the limited places in the freshman class is

12



intense. These are universities in the most or highly competitive or selective category.
Students can select one or two universities in this category.

13



Requesting a Transcript

Most universities require transcripts as part of the application process, both for
summer programmes and for entry to the university as an undergraduate.

There are two kinds of transcripts that we produce:

An official transcript is DHSZ's statement of a student's academic record and
has similar information included on it as a Parent Report. It lists all the courses a
student has been taking as well as the grades they have attained in those courses.
The courses are listed in chronological order by term. These official transcripts are
sent directly to universities by DHSZ once the student has requested it to be sent.

Universities expect official transcripts to be sent directly and confidentially to them
from DHSZ; this protects the integrity of the application and enhances the reputation of
DHSZ. When universities receive applications from DHSZ, they know that the documents
can be trusted. A request for an official transcript must be made via the Counselling
Department.

Every student’s unofficial transcript is updated several times a year throughout their
time at DHSZ. The unofficial transcript is checked by each student to ensure that it is
absolutely accurate. If there is an error, the unofficial transcript is corrected and an
updated version is provided to the student. An electronic copy of the unofficial
transcript is also sent to the student via their DHSZ email address to review for accuracy.
Parents will receive an electronic version through SIMS of the unofficial transcript after the
students have checked it for accuracy.

A request for an unofficial transcript at any other time must be done via
the Counselling Department by using the dedicated QR code to complete the
online form. Email or verbal requests are not accepted or processed.

Both official and unofficial transcript requests should be made via the
Counselling Department. Students will be told about the process of making a
transcript request at the beginning of each term. In the college application season, it
may take a few weeks to process a transcript request. Students have the responsibility to
make a transcript request at least two weeks before the deadline. We will process
transcript requests in chronological order. We can’t guarantee that your transcript request
can be processed within two weeks.

GPA and Ranking Students

Schools within the Dulwich College International family of schools do not rank
students nor do they calculate grade point average (GPA). Assigning a GPA
and ranking students is not a fair representation of student ability.

Increasingly, more and more schools, both international and within the United States,
are steering away from ranking students and/or reporting GPA. According to the

14



College Board, “most private and competitive high schools have done away with it

(ranking) because they feel it penalizes many excellent students who are squeezed out

of the top 10 percent of the class and then overlooked by elite colleges”. Additionally,

there is no official grade conversion between grading scales in the United States and the

UK grading scale. International admission officers do not recommend reporting a GPA for

the UK curriculum.

DHSZ University Application Timeline - Class of 2024*

*ED, EA, UPA and early-UK applicants have unique dates which are detailed below. Read carefully.

TASK/DEADLINE
#+All dates subject to change

January 2023
6 January 2023 Part 1 Letter of Recommendation form to be completed. More details will be provided
134 2023 Mandatory attendance at Year 12 University Kickoff (Students and Parents)
anuary At this meeting, forms will be given out. These must be completed by the parent meeting!
February 2023
+  Meeting with Parent, Student and Counsellor; this will usually be online. Students are
required to bring SAT/ACT/IELTS/TOEFL results, middle school transcript(s), passport,
Resume/CV and completed Year 12 Interview Form. If you are an IG1 student or arrived in
6 February — 17 Year 12 bring middle school transcript(s) and any certificates of IGCSEs taken. Student
March 2023 should use QR code or Outlook calendar to make appointments (detailed
instruction will be on Teams). You cannot miss class!
s By 17 March, the US/UK Early Application Agreement Policies, and the Integrity
Agreement MUST be signed and returned to the Counselling Office.
Mid - February Students are informed of teachers writing their Letter of Recommendations
March 2023
3 March 2023 Enter a !.ong L_|st of 15-30 universities/colleges into MaiaLearning and email the detailed
electronic version to your counsellor.
17 March 2023 By 17 March, the US/UK Early Application Agreement Palicies, and the Integrity Agreement
MUST be signed and returned to the Counselling Office.
Meeting with Parent, Student and Counsellor; this will usually be online. Students are required
to bring SAT/ACT/IELTS/TOEFL results, middle school transcript(s), passport, Resume/CV and
March 2023 completed Year 12 Interview Form. If you are an 1G1 student or arrived in Year 12 bring middle
school transcript(s) and any certificates of IGCSEs taken. Student should use QR code or
Outlook calendar to make appointments (detailed instruction will be on Teams). You
cannot miss class!
April 2023
10 April 2023 The personal Statement/essay writing workshop starts
May/June 2023
2 May 2023 First draft of personal statement/essay e-mailed to counsellor.
Work on second draft of personal statement/essay. If ED/EA/or Early-UK second draft of
2 June 2023
essay/personal statement DUE
Attend a workshop to:
* Register with UCAS
and/or
May/June 2023 Register with Common App
UP for Arts (UPA): According to the major, art/music/drama candidates must meet with Head of
Art/Music/Drama for an interview, i.e. summer plans, portfolio preparation, etc.
June 2023
UP for Arts (UPA): portfolio preparation. Your initial portfolio is approved by the Head of
Early June 2023 Department before last day of school.

15




Summer 2023

Summer Holidays

e  Finish researching universities (application timelines, requirements, majors, fit, admissions
tests etc.) and visit universities if you are able

US Common App/University of California/supplemental essay(s) draft

UK Personal Statement

Required essays by other countries, such as, Canada, Japan and HK to be emailed to
your counsellor first day of term Yr13

Work on narrowing down your Long List of universities

Patticipate in summer oppoitunities: volunteering, internships, university visits,
academic/enrichment programs. Keep a diary of what you learned, how you have
developed.

REPARE:

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2023

August 2023
First Day of Term | Year 13 Counselling Workshop. Mandatory attendance
First Day of Term Summer homework due for all students. E-mail it to your counsellor.
Y If UPA, portfolio assignments and statement due
August 2023 Parent/Student Welcome Day to learn more about the next steps of applying to university
August - 15 Individual Appointments with Counsellor (Student)
September 2023 If EA/ED/Early-UK/UPA, individual appointment is with parents (Students and Parents)
September 2023
1-15 Individual Appointments with Counsellor (Student)
Seotember 2023 If EA/JED/Early-UK, appointment is with parents (Students and Parents)
s At various dates in this time frame applications open worldwide, including Canada/Hong
eptember — KonalJ /E A
(December 2023) ongiJapan/turope . . " L
* you are responsible for checking and keeping dates/deadlines for all your applications
September 2023 Individual appointment with Parent, Student and Counsellor

15 September 2023

& [ EAJED/Early-UK/UPA: submit Short List of 10 universities
® [f1is UCAS. submit Short List of § UK unis (4 for Medicine)

15 September 2023

Register to take UK Admissions Tests if applicable (usually taken in November)

15 September 2023

US Applicants — stait working on supplementary essays

18 September 2023

UPA applicants need to submit a copy of approved university list to the Head of
Art/Music/Drama

22 September 2023

Once the parent meeting has been conducted, the Short List of universities MUST be
submitted. No changes are permitted to be made to your Final 10 universities after this
date unless there are compelling circumstances and approval is obtained. The
circumstances are deemed compelling by the Head of Counselling and Director of
School. Approval for changes are from the Head of Counselling and Director of School.
No changes are permitted less than one month before the university deadline. No
changes are made for scoring higher on tests or if offers are received.

29 September 2023

Any applications with 15 October deadline MUST be completed and reviewed by Counsellor,
submitted and paid

16




At various dates in this time frame applications open worldwide, including Canada/Hong

October — *
Kong/Japan/Europe
December 2023 : . i . .
* you are responsible for checking and keeping dates/deadlines for all your appiications
October — e Update your SAT/ACT/IELTS/TOEFL results to your counsellor
December 2023 e For US applicants, please talk to your counsellor about the bank statement
(countries/ragions other than US do NOT need a bank statement for application)
October 2023 Second or third and FINAL administration of the SAT/ACT exam if needed
All' US ED and EA or worldwide applications with deadlines 1 November MUST be completed
2olScicbega02s and reviewed by Counsellor, submitted and paid
1 November — At various dates in this time frame applications open worldwide, including for Canada/Hong
December 2023 Kong/Japan/Europe*
* you are responsibie for checking and keep dates/deadlines for alf your appiications
October — e Update your SAT/ACT/IELTS/TOEFL results to your counsellor
December 2023 e For US applicants, please talk to your counsellor about the bank statement
(countries/regions other than US do NOT need a bank statement for application)
3 November 2023 All' US or worldwide applications with deadlines 15 November MUST be completed and

reviewed by Counsellor, submitted and paid

24 November 2023

All applications including University of California system with deadlines of 30 November 2021
and 1 December MUST be completed and reviewed by Counsellor, submitted and paid

Atvarious dates in this time frame applications open worldwide, including for Canada/Hong

December 2023 Kong/Japan/Europe*
* you are responsible for checking and keep dates/deadlines for all your applications
October —
December 2023 Update your SAT/ACT/IELTS/TOEFL results to your counsellor

1 December 2023

All applications with deadline of 15 January MUST be completed and reviewed by Counsellor,
submitted and paid

December Holiday
2023

Counselling office will close. The counsellors will not be working over the holiday.




DECISIONS: JANUARY - JUNE 2024

January 2024
« Be consistent! If you have an offer, the offer CAN BE withdrawn if you do not
J B complete your A-Levels/attend classes/receive predicted grades on A-Levels,
JS:;EZ‘BIZ 7 change your classes in Term Two...

e All Application Decisions, whether successful or unsuccessful, and including details of
scholarships must be emailed to vour Counsellor

All applications with a due date of 16 January or later MUST be completed and reviewed by

First Day of Term 2 L
your Counsellor, submitted and paid

Mid-Year Reports — DHSZ will send an updated transcript (Mid-Year Report) with First Term
Mid-January 2024 | grades to all US universities that students have applied fo, and other country universities as
reauired and requested via the QR code

February - March 2024

February — . . ) ;
March 2024 Apply to Australian Universities for February 2025 intake
April 2024
Reply to decisions:
Aoril 2024 ® Decline acceptances from all universities to which you will NOT MATRICULATE
pri ® You must only submit 1 deposit to 1 university
® Follow the university’s guidelines for accepting a WAIT LIST decision if applicable
May 2024
1 May 2024 Deposits — Deadline to submit deposit to US/Canada university acceptance of your choice

You must only submit 1 deposit to 1 university.

Matriculations/acceptances must be completed in Maia Learning to guarantee that your final
May 2024 transcript will be sent to your university. This must be completed to graduate. See your
Counsellor for details

Complete the DCI University and Career Counselling Survey and be sure you have joined the

May 2024 10A netwerk (phene app). This must be completed to graduate

June 2024

UK ONLY: If you receive all decisions by start of May, you MUST reply no later than 1 June. In
all cases you should have replied o UCAS before your A-Levels commence. Please check on
your UCAS student portal regularly for the exact date which you MUST respond by

No later than first
week of June 2024
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UK ADMISSION TESTS

TEST Testing Dates Registration Dates
LNAT See Counsellor See Counsellor
PAT/BMAT/MAT/TSA/TSUA | See Counsellor See Counsellor
UCAT See Counsellor See Counsellor
STEP/TMUA Mid- June (See Head of Maths) | See Head of Maths

Application Materials Checklist
(for the majority of universities)

Australia | Canada HK UK USA

Essay # *
Personal Statement # * N

Letters of Recommendation |# # * N *
TOEFL/IELTS b il * b *
SAT/ACT #
A-Level Predicted Grades ~ |* il * ol *
A-Level Final Grades i i * 4 #
HS Transcript (Y10-Y13) 4 i * # *
Co-Curricular Activities # # * *

* Required by most universities
# Required by some, but not all universities

Please contact your counsellor for other country requirements



Brief Overview of

Countries + Hong Kong
(China)

The following is not an exhaustive list of opportunities available
to students. It should be used as a preliminary research tool.
Please also be aware of English language requirements and
student visa requirements.

In some cases, you may need to provide results of an
English language proficiency test. Be aware that the English
language skill level required by an institution for admission
can be different from the level of skill required for your
student visa application.

To learn more about student visa requirements, please
visit the country’s embassy website. The counselling
department does not assist with or provide information
about visas.



Australia

There are approximately 1 100 institutions offering 22 000 courses in
Australia. Australia is also the third most popular student destination for
international students after the UK and the US. You will need to decide on an
institution and a degree course before applying.

There is a group of universities known as the Group of Eight. They are
Australia’s leading universities and are:

® Monash University

e The Australian National University
* University of Adelaide

e University of Melbourne

e University of New South Wales

e University of Queensland

e University of Sydney

e University of Western Australia

Each university has its own application and can be downloaded from the relevant
university. If you are successful in receiving an offer, you will obtain a Letter of
Offer. The Letter of Offer is a contract between you and the institution. It sets out
the course you will be enrolled in, enrolment conditions, the fees you need to pay,
and the refund payable if you don’t complete your course with that provider. This
contract is very important — if you don't start your course or finish your course, this
written agreement will be used to determine if you will receive a refund. Check each
university for its own specific deadline.

The university term typically starts in February the year after you have graduated.
However, some universities and courses offer a mid-term entry in July directly
following graduation based on predicted grades.

Degree Structure

Bachelor Degree — 3 year undergraduate programme
Bachelor Degree with Honours — 4 year programme (including a thesis in your last year)
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Canada

There are approximately 163 universities and 183 colleges and similar institutes in
Canada. The distinction between a university and a college is that universities
grant undergraduate bachelor and advanced degrees while colleges focus on
vocational and technical training. The Canadian academic approach is very similar

to the US in terms of curriculum and organisation.

Application procedures will vary from university to university, but students
generally apply online directly, except for universities in Ontario. Ontario uses a
centralised application process called Ontario Universities Application Centre
(OUAC). Students submit a single application to OUAC, which is then forwarded
to students’ chosen universities (similar to UCAS in the UK).

The universities’ online application requests basic background information
from the students as well as an application fee. Letters of recommendation,
essays, and interviews are required for certain universities and programmes. After
applying, each university will send an email to acknowledge the receipt of your
application, as well as to provide you a personal student number (application

number).

Deadlines for Canadian universities will vary from university to university and these
need to beresearched. Typically, they are from Mid-January to 1t March. The common
pattern is an earlier date for the online application and a later date for additional

documentation.

Canadian Universities are divided into three categories: the Medical Doctoral
Category, the Comprehensive Category and the Primarily Undergraduate Category.

List of Canadian Universities

Medical Doctoral Category

Comprehensive Category

Primarily Undergraduate Category

Dalhousie University

Brock University

Acadia University

McGill University

Carleton University

Bishop's University

McMaster University

Concordia University

Lakehead University

Queen’s University

Memorial University of Newfoundland

Laurentian University

University of Alberta

Ryerson University

Mount Allison University

University of British Columbia

Simon Fraser University

Saint Mary's University

University of Calgary

University of Guelph

St. Francis Xavier University

University of Laval

University of New Brunswick

Trent University

University of Manitoba

University of Regina

University of Lethbridge

University of Montreal

University of Victoria

University of Moncton

University of Ottawa

University of Waterloo

University of Northern British Columbia

University of Saskatchwan

University of Windsor

University of Ontario Institute of Technology

University of Sherbrooke

Université du Québec a Montréal

University of Prince Edward Island

University of Toronto

Wilfrid Laurier University

University of St. Thomas

Western University

York University

University of Winnipeg

Brandon University, Cape Breton University, Mount Saint Vincent University and Nipissing University are
also in the Primarily Undergraduate Category.
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European Countries (non-UK)

There are over 4,000 educational institutions in Europe. Most Western
European countries have universities that offer degree programs in English. The
Netherlands, Germany, France, Switzerland, Spain, Austria, and Italy have been
making great efforts to develop rigorous English-only degree programmes. The
Dutch universities, in particular, are very strong and have considerably lower fees
than universities in the UK and US. Other countries like France offer English or
bilingual studies and have excellent study abroad options. Ireland is an English-
speaking countrywithin Europe that offers reputable degrees; it is
geographically close to the UK and it offers another European option in an English-
speaking setting.

The requirements vary greatly between each university and country, so students
should do their research if they are interested in Europe by checking the
university’s official website. Most European universities with English instruction
only offer business or Liberal Arts degree programmes. Application season lasts until
May in many cases.

Some of the European universities offering courses with English
instruction:

e American College Dublin

e American Intercontinental University, London
e American University in Bulgaria

e American University of Rome

e Bl Norwegian School of Management

* Bocconi

e Carl Benz School of Engineering

e Delft University of Technology

e Erasmus University Rotterdam

¢ European Business School

e European University Centre for Management Studies
e Franklin College of Switzerland

e Geneva International University

e Grenoble University

e Groningen University

¢ Helsinki School of Economics

* Herning Institute of Business Administration and Technology
e HU University Utrecht

e Huron University in London

e |E University

¢ International University of Bremen
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International University of Geneva
International University of Germany
International University of Monaco
International University of Vienna

e Jonkoping University: Jonkoping International Business School
e Maastrict University

e Sciences Po

e The American College of Greece

e The American University of Paris

e Tilburg University

e University College Dublin

e University of Amsterdam

e Webster University

* Note that some European universities require SAT scores

Hong Kong (China)

Hong Kong's universities are divided into four categories: University Grants Committee
(UGC) founded institutions, self-founded institutions, public institutions and
sub-degree institutions. Each institution requires a separate application. Students
have to complete an online application form, provide a personal statement and
DHSZ has to upload a current transcript and a reference.

In terms of application deadlines, most Hong Kong universities require applications
by the end of December, though there may be individual variations. Hong Kong
University offers a fast track admission deadline of mid-November;

however, students are required to pay the deposit within one month of
receiving an offer. This means that if you are accepted, you will probably not have
received offers from other universities you have applied to as most universities
don't inform you of their decisions for several months after you have applied.

Hong Kong University admission is highly competitive, especially for non-Gaokao
Mainland applicants.

Admission Requirements for UGC funded institutions

Minimum Entry Requirement for

A-Level Students Other Requirements

UGC Funded Institutions

Passes in at least 3 A-Level subjects

Chinese University of Hong Kong with good/excellent grades

- - ¢ English language
Passes in at least 3 A-Level subjects proficiency:

City University of Hong Kong with good/excellent grades IELTS/TOEFL
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Hong Kong Baptist University

Passes in at least 3 A-Level subjects
with good/excellent grades

Hong Kong Polytechnic University

All As and A*s

Hong Kong University of Science
and Technology

A*AA-A* A* A*

Lingnan University

Evaluate applications case by case

University of Hong Kong

Passes in at least 3 A-Level subjects
with good/excellent grades

Co-curricular activities
and awards
Recommendations
Personal statement
High school transcript
Interview (depends)
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Japan

Japan has one of the most competitive admission processes in the world. There are
approximately 780 universities in Japan, as well as specialized schools and colleges
that provide more vocational types of degrees*. Usually, students will study at a
university for four years in order to earn a Bachelor's degree, with the exception
of subjects such as medicine, dentistry, and pharmacy, which are six years. Some
universities may also require international applicants to take the Examination for
Japanese University Admission for International Students (EJU).

Compared with the US, Canada and UK, Japan has lower tuition and living costs.
International student fees are modest, and there are many scholarship programmes
to assist international students financially. Each university has their own specific
admission requirements, so it is best to research each respective website which
explains exactly what documents you will need to submit and deadlines.

Japanese universities offering courses with English instruction:

e Hiroshima University
® Hokkaido University
e Keio University
e [Kobe University
¢ Kyoto University
e Kyushu University
* Nagoya University
e Osaka University
e Tohoku University
e Tokyo Institute of Technology
e University of Tokyo
e University of Tsukuba
e Waseda University

* Not all offer English instruction
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Singapore

If you are applying to Singapore, you will likely consider the following universities:

Autonomous & Public Universities — Bachelor degree granting (4 years)

e Nanyang Technological University — does not accept June A Level results
e National University Singapore

e Singapore Institute of Technology

e Singapore Management University

e Singapore University of Social Science

e Singapore University of Technology and Design

Polytechnics (public) diploma (3 years)
e Nanyang Polytechnic
e Ngee Ann Polytechnic
e Republic Polytechnic
e Singapore Polytechnic
e Temasek Polytechnic

Art/Music institutes (private) degree & diploma
e CG Protégé Animation School
e LASALLE College of the Arts
e M.A.D. School
e Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts
e Singapore Raffles Music College

The application process is completed directly with the respective universities and
is based on actual results, not predicated grades. Universities, generally, want
prospective students to call the admission officer after the application is submitted to
arrange a visit, have an informal chat, or to provide any clarifications.

Admission is highly competitive, especially for non-citizen applicants. Note that
the SAT is often required for admission. Some universities require 4 A-Levels.

28



United Kingdom (UK)

Students primarily study in the UK because of the high standard and reputation
of university/college or the standard of course. There are 385 institutions in the
UK offering 35 000 courses. The UK'is made up of four countries: England, Wales,
Scotland and Northern Ireland (NI). England has 336 institutions, Wales 20, Scotland 23
and NI é. All full-time higher education applications are processed by one central
body: the University and College Admissions Service (UCAS). Students have a unique
username and login to UCAS Apply where they fill out a single online form which
details their personal information, education to date, their university and degree
choices and a personal statement of no more than 4 000 characters or 47 lines. UCAS
has no remit in the decision process; it is merely an online tool to pass applications
to the universities.

The UK is very attractive to students who know what they want to study. Universities
offer a range and flexibility in courses, a supportive environment, a combination of
lectures and tutorials. Like the US, many universities offer Liberal Arts degrees for
those who are undecided about a specific degree. All institutions are quality assured
by an independent body.

UCAS

The UCAS website (www.ucas.com) should be used as an initial point of research.
This website can be used to search all UK universities offering specific courses, and
if you are not sure what to study, it can provide ideas about what to study based
on student interests. More information on courses, location, fees and general
surroundings can be found on each university's website.

There are two deadlines* that all universities adhere to:
1) 15 October
a. Applying to Oxford or Cambridge
b. Medicine, Veterinary Science and Dentistry at any UK university
c. Entrance Tests (note the BMAT is 1 October)

2) 15 January
This is the deadline for all other UCAS applications

* There are also different dates for some music conservatories, dance, drama or musical theater
courses. Check each conservatory website carefully!

Although these are standard application dates set by UCAS, DHSZ has an earlier
internal deadline for students.

The application form permits students to have up to five choices. These choices
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could be one degree subject at five different universities or five different degrees at
one university — the latter is not recommended. For medicine, you cannot use all five
choices for medicine; one choice must be different. It is not recommended to choose
different subjects at different universities or different subjects at one university
because of the tailored personal statement that needs to be written. Please note
that the universities cannot see what/where else you have applied to/for. You can
only apply to 5 universities in the UK in total whether you apply through UCAS,
directly, or the Common Application.

Once the application has been received by the university, it takes approximately
six weeks for a response, but please note that for specific courses like art, drama or
music, it is likely that a portfolio or an audition may be asked for. For applications to
Oxford, Cambridge and Imperial College, you will be interviewed before any offers are
made, and you may also need to complete an Entrance Test.

Once the application has been submitted, students move from UCAS Apply to UCAS
Track. Students receive one of three responses:
1. Unconditional
This means you have been offered a place; it is rare for high school students.
Usually thisis reserved for students who already have their A-Level results. If you
accept the unconditional offer you do not choose an Insurance choice. Rather,
this is the university you are attending; it becomes your Firm choice;

2. Condiitional

This means you have an offer but the conditions will detail what grades a
student 1s expected to get in specific subjects and any English language
requirements on your A-Level exams;

3. Unsuccessful
This means you did not receive an offer. It should not be seen as a failure.
A response of this kind may be because:
a) You did not have the required predicted grades;
b) You did not have any distinguishing features to set you apart from
the other candidates;
c) Your personal statement/reference was not strong enough.
To ensure it is not because of this, engage with your teachers,
counsellors, obtain experience, and read widely.

You will not receive feedback on the reason why you were unsuccessful on your
application from the universities.

From unconditional and conditional offers, you must then select a Firm acceptance
and an Insurance acceptance choice. If the Firm acceptance conditions are met upon
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receipt of A-Level results, this is where you will go to university in the UK. The
Insurance is a second choice, with a lower grade offer in case you do not meet the
requirements for the Firm choice. It is important that you research your choices
thoroughly and are happy to attend the Insurance choice.

UCAS Extra

If you have made five choices on your UCAS application but have not received any
offers, itis possible to apply through UCAS Extra. This option is available between
February and early July. With Extra, you can apply for one course at a time until you
receive an offer.

Clearing
Clearing is available immediately on receipt of your A-Level results in August. You
can apply through Clearing if you have already applied through UCAS and one of the
following applies:

* You have received no offers;

* You declined all offers;

® You have not met the conditions of your offers.

Some universities can be flexible if you missed the conditions, so it is advisable to
contact the university before entering clearing. The counselling department can
assist you with contacting universities and navigating the Clearing system.

Degree Structure
e Bachelor Degree (with Honours) - 3 years undergraduate
e Master's Degree — 1 year. However, many institutions offer a 4-year
Master’s degree which includes a Bachelor’s degree. You can apply
through UCAS for a Master’s instead of a Bachelor's, but you should be
aware of usually higher grade requirements.
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United States (US)

The United States is among the top destinations for international students because
of its diverse range of universities, along with its history of excellent academics. The US
has approximately 5 000 universities and offers thousands of different majors,
programmes, concentrations, and degrees. There are many different factors you will
want to consider when choosing which universities to apply to.

Location

Due to its size, the US has a variety of geographic locations that differ greatly from
one another. Environment and weather will play a big role in your comfort and
compatability with a place, and it is essential that students research a prospective
university’s climate before making their decision; maybe you envision yourself studying
by the beach in California, or perhaps you'd prefer snowy winters in the Northeast.

Size

Universities in the US range from 38 students to over 52 000 students. The total
undergraduate student population will greatly affect a student's experiences inside
and outside the classroom. A smaller university will often have small class sizes, while
larger, more traditional universities, will have lecture-style classes with upwards of
200 students or more and teaching assistants, not professors.

Educational Environments
There are also many types of educational experiences students can take part in, and

the US offers not only a variety of locations and university sizes, but also different
types of universities. Liberal arts colleges, traditional universities, STEM based
colleges, women'’s colleges and men’s colleges are only a few of the many different
types of universities that provide a specialised and unique environment, catered to
individual student's specific goals and interests.

The United States offers many university options, and it is of the utmost importance
when choosing a US university to be realistic about your expectations, so that you
can ultimately apply to institutions that suit your personal needs.

Applying

There are two options if a university or college requires an entrance test: SAT or the
ACT. For advice on which entrance test is best for your application, see your
counsellor early in Year 12, so you will have time to prepare and take the tests.
Please note that we strongly recommend that the SAT tests should be taken at
Hong Kong Expo Centre- DHSZ is a testing centre for the ACT for current DHSZ
students. See your counsellor for details on test dates and how to register.

Some universities use the Common Application, a joint online application for over
700 universities and colleges; whereas others have their own system, such as the
University of California, or use their own application.
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What do we mean when we say best fit?

When your counsellor explains to you that you need to find your best fit university, that
sentence is sometimes misunderstood or misinterpreted.

Your best fit school is just that — a school that seems as though it will fit with every part of
who you are, and ultimately, who you want to become. The academic classes you have
imagined yourself in for years seem to match the style of the classes at the university of
your choice and the culture on campus clearly mirrors your personality. As an
aspiring political figure, engineer, mathematician, activist, or environmentalist, your
passions and aspirations should be reflected within the culture of a campus. If you are
more relaxed when it comes to your academic work, as opposed to your very
studious classmates, you may want to choose a university with a less intense academic
environment.

Choosing a university that fits both who you are inside of the classroom as well as
outside will ensure success during your university career.

Rankings

Itis no secret that students frequently use university rankings to determine
which universities they will consider applying to. Rankings, however, vary from country to
country and from one ranking system to another and do not truly reflect the quality of an
institute. There are many factors ranking systems take into consideration when assigning
numbers. In addition to common factors such as location, graduate success, course
offerings, and financial cost, ranking systems also look at other lesser known factors.
These lesser known factors include retention rate and student selectivity. Retention rate
serves as an indicator of student satisfaction. A higher percentage of first year students
returning to campus for the second year demonstrates a school’s ability to offer classes
and services students need in order to succeed. Student selectivity, however, gauges a
school's academic atmosphere differently. Schools that are selective aim to use the abilities
and ambitions of their students to improve the academic atmosphere and tend to
achieve a higher ranking as a result.

The counselling department wants students to discover the best fit for their own
educational needs. We encourage students to research schools that not only
offer programmes they are interested in, but an atmosphere in which they will be
able to thrive and achieve success regardless of its rank. The aim of all students
should be to seek out the college that is going to provide the complete package,
not just one that will look good on paper.

Location, Location, Location

The whole world is open to our students, but you and your family need to be confident
that you have chosen the right place for you. The following diagram is designed to
start you thinking about the considerations that go into making your university
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application decisions. Please do not go on reputation alone. Research the location of
the university so that you are well informed about what kind of place it is in.

Country

. ! = Ability to set one up?
Small vs. Large e What are vour interests?
University y

- ® Where are you
% of International comfortable?
Students

s Political views?

Social/Sporting Clubs \ M

e Large lectures?
® Small tutorials?
* Practicals?

‘Countryside/Town/City/
Coastal |

Values of University

® Placements in industry?
® A year abroad?

Teaching Methods

e Easy to get to?

* Good transit links from

Additional campus to city?
Opportunities * Walking/bus/bicycle?
* How expensive is the

transport around the city?

Transportation

e Guaranteed in the first year?
Accommodation * Will you be sharing?
® Ensuite bathrooms?
* Self-catering or catered or a
mixture?
Affordability ® Where do students live for the
, rest of their degree?

Future Prospects/  Scholarships?
Employability * Fees and living expenses?

* Where do the students go that

Grade Requirements
have graduated?

Length of Degree * Can you meet the requirements?

' » 3.years Bachelors?
® 4.years Bachelors?
| * 4-years Masters?
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Research

If you can't visit the universities or even the countries in which they are located,
talk to the counsellors, your teachers, past students and the admission officers that
visit DHSZ. Even if you do not want to attend a particular university, the people you
come into contact with will be more than happy to explain in general terms about
the types of universities that you will encounter.

THIS IS A BIG DECISION — HOWEVER,
IT IS NOT WHERE YOU GO,
BUT WHAT YOU DO AT UNIVERSITY THAT MATTERS!

Degree/Major choice

Your degree choice might be determined by your career aims; for example, you
might want to choose a particular degree in order to pursue a certain career, such as
choosing to study economics so that you can become an economist. However, it's
worth bearing in mind that some careers have conversion courses which you can take
after you've finished your degree, so you don't necessarily have to study a vocational
subject at undergraduate level, such as a law. Otherwise, you might want to choose a
degree which, although not mandatory for a career, will put you at an advantage, for
example, accounting and finance to pass the professional examinations required for
a vocational career in the UK.

Once you have a sense of the degree subject you're interested in, you'll need to
scrutinise individual course syllabi as well. There might be a particular area of your
subject that you're interested in and other parts that you're not, so you'll need to find
the degree courses with the right focus.

If you're looking for a course with a more practical, hands-on approach, find out
about the internship/co-op opportunities on offer and where existing students have
completed these opportunities.

Next look at the teaching: How much time do you spend in lectures? Do you get
any tutorial time? How large are the seminars? Find out how the course is assessed,
for example how much of the assessment is from coursework, how much is assessed
through exams, and which assessment method best suits your strengths? Is your final
grade based on your performance in the final year or over three/four years? Find out
if there's an opportunity to do in-depth independent study and research. Will you get
to write a thesis or dissertation? How much do you get to work with other people?
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Other things you need to consider

If you're planning on studying in a different country for a year (study abroad), you'll
need to check that you can participate in Erasmus or another exchange programme
with your course and research what existing partnerships the department has with
other universities.

It's also well worth asking around and seeing if you can find someone who has
already done the course as they can give valuable insight. You can also get in contact
with the department via email if you have any queries about the course.

Finally, employability is important as you'll probably want to get a job after your
degree. Always check the employability rates for the field and find out from the
university what recent graduates did after the course. Check to see if there is an
office at the university which assists in finding employment after you graduate.
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Utilising Holiday Wisely

As DHSZ has a mixture of Western and Chinese holidays, students have more free timethan many of their
peers. It is extremely important to use your time wisely so that youruniversity applications will be
competitive. College admission officers will tell you that a productive holiday can increase your chances
of admission and that interesting

and meaningful experiences are definitely among the best ways to stand out from the crowd.

Spending an entire holiday in a test prep centre is definitely not the best way to improve your scores or
enhance your university applications.

On many university applications, in addition to an activity sheet, there is a space to either list or
briefly describe holiday activities. Admissions officers want students who are interested or passionate
about a subject, or who engage in community community service opportunities, both locally in China
or abroad.

There are many summer school opportunities globally, which include outdoor activity holidays, English
Language immersion, subject-specific summer courses, and organised tours of universities to
name a few. DHSZ does not endorse any programmes and any trips which students go on are
taken at the risk of the student and parents. If you are considering a trip aboard make sure that you
havethought carefully about the experience, the activities you will be doing, the level of supervision and
support you will get, and going to an area where you can see other universities (if doing a summer school
at one place). Above all, make sure you speak English!

You should reflect on these experiences as you continue to research theuniversities you will
apply to and evaluate potential areas of study.

Testing

See the DHSZ Test Preparation Handbook for more information on entrance exams andhow DHSZ prepare
you for success. High admission entrance test scores will also boost the competitiveness of an applicant, as
test results are often strongly consideredin the application process. Being sufficiently prepared on test day will
help you achieve your target score. Registration deadlines for admissions exams are posted on the respective
websites

UK Entrance Exams

(Required for some US Entrance Exams English Proficiency Exams
courses and universities)

TSA SAT/ACT TOEFL
PAT IELTS
MAT
BMAT
UCAT
STEP
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UK Entrance Exams

BioMedical Admissions Test (BMAT)*
For entry to medicine, dentistry and biomedical science courses. This is
not required by all universities as many require UCAT.

The National Admissions Test for Law {(LNAT)

Forentry to law andlaw related courses at University of Bristol, Durham University,
University of Glasgow, King's College London, The University of Nottingham,
University of Oxford, SOAS, LES and UCL, the LNAT is a requirement. Please
checkwww.Inat.ac.uk.foran up to date list. This test cannot be taken at school
and must be registered for separately on the website. The test cannot be taken in
Year 12 and there may be different deadlines depending on your university.

Mathematics Admissions Test (MAT)*

For entry to mathematics, computer science or a joint honours degree
involving mathematics at the University of Oxford and for mathematics
at Imperial College London. It is also one of the maths tests that the
University of Warwick considers.

Physics Aptitude Test (PAT)*
For entry to physics, engineering, material science or a joint degree at the
University of Oxford.

Sixth Term Examination Papers (STEP)*

For entry to mathematics at the University of Cambridge and it is one of
the tests that the University of Warwick consider. It is usually sat in the
summer examination period.

Test of Mathematics for University Admission*

This test is encouraged for Durham University, Lancaster University, the
University of Sheffield, and the University of South Hampton mathematics
courses. It may be compulsory in future years. It is one of the tests accepted
by the University of Warwick. You will be able to share your result with LSEif
you are applying to study maths, economics, or maths with economics.

Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA Oxford)*

Forentry to philosophy, politics and economics (PPE), economics and management,
experimental psychology, human science, psychology, linguistics, psychology and
philosophy, or philosophy and linguistics at the University of Oxford.

University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT)

For entry to medical and dental schools. Be aware of the differences
between the BMAT and UCAT and the universities that require them.
Registration begins in May with testing beginning in early July, and the
registration deadline is in September, well before the UCAS Deadline of
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15" October. Testing is computer based and cannot be done in school.

*taken in October or November of Year 13 at school
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US Entrance Exams

e SAT: The SAT has three main parts: mathematics, readingand writing, and an optional essay.
* PSAT/NMSQT: The exam will be held in school. It is taken in October of Year 12.

® ACT: The test consists of four multiple-choice tests: English, mathematics, reading,
and science, as well as an optional writing section. DHSZ is an ACT centre for
current students.

* CEEB Code: Make sure that you only use the CEEB code for DHSZ. Universities
check that the high school transcript and the CEEB code names and schools match.
Do not use an agent's, friend's or other CEEB codes when you register for tests.
DHSZ’s CEEB code is 694496.

English Proficiency Exams

® TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) iBT (internet based test):
The test is a standardised test of English language proficiency for non-native English
language speakers. The test is developed and administered by ETS, and it is accepted
by more than 9 000 institutions world-wide, although it is most notalsly, currently, not
recognised by the UK Visa and Immigration authority. Again, only use DHSZ's CEEB
code: 694496.

e |ELTS (International English Language Testing Service):
The exam is an international standardised test of English language proficiency fornon-
native English language speakers. Itis accepted as evidence of English language
proficiency by over 9 000 organisations worldwide, including all UK, Canadian and
Australian universities, as well as more than 2 000 US universities.

Predicted Scores Policy

A-Level predictions are sgiven by each Head of Department in consultation with your
teacher. These are the forecast of astudent's final A-Level grades in Year 13. Predictions
are confidential which means that they are notshared with students or parents. However,
they are very closely based on students’ performance at school and these predicted
grades shouldn't be a mystery. They do not differ significantly from the grades students
are achieving in school.

Resits and Your University Applications

Ifyou decide to resitan examin Year 13, there are some things to consider. First, resitting
an exam and applying Early Decision or Early Action is highly discouraged. From a time
managementstandpoint, it will be very difficult to prepare all of your applications, revise and
do wellin your A-Level courses for the transcript. Not to mention that a university will use
your currentgradeslisted on yourtranscript and/or exam certificates to make their admission
decisions. If your grade changes but it is AFTER you've applied, the university may not have
this information or consider it in their decision. You are most likely better off waiting until
you have the resit grade and then applying. The dates for resits and ED simply aren‘t
compatible.
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Essays and Personal Statements

Having a well-written essay/personal statement is often the determining factor as to whether or not a
student gains admission to a specific university. This is the one partof the application you can control
— make sure you do a good job! An essay givesyou the opportunity to express yourself. You are
very different from the typical USor UK high school applicant and the essay can be used to convey this.
Even more important than what you write is how you write it. Don't be shy to ask for help, but make sure
that YOU are doing the writing. Welbssites can give you advice but do not plagiarise your application
essays.

The Essay

The essay is a crucial part of your application package. It allows the admissions officers a chance
to get to know you and determine if you are a good fit for the university. The length of an essay can
range from 10 wordls to 650 words, so please adhere to the requirements. It must be YOUR work.

The Do's and Don’ts of Essay Writing
Do:

® Allow time to think and write. Plan ahead and know your deadlines;

® Write it well. This is crucial — a good essay involves good writing. Misspellings, incorrect
punctuation, tense shifts, and inappropriately used language indicate that you don't care
about your application;

® Try to be interesting, specific, and original. You want the reader to haveenjoyed your
essay;

® Answer the question;

® Use imagery and be vivid;

® Behonest andgentine ~whenyouare faking or trying too hard it comes throughy

® |f you are writing about a role model, make sure that you talk about howthis relates to

Don‘t: you;
® Proofread and revise; and

® Read it out aloud.

® Wait until the last minute;

® Use vocabulary just to impress the reader. Be yourself in your writing;

® Make it longer just to make it longer. Stick to the topic and the length requirement. If
you are asked to write one page, write one page;

® Use your essay to try to explain low grades or test scores;

® Tell the admission committee what a wonderful school they have and why you will be
an excellent student there;

® Try to be cute. Avoid using exclamation points and never add smiley faces or hearts;
* Put guotation marks to try to make a word “aword.” Just use the right word;
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* Repeat information that is found elsewhere in your application;

e Submit extra materials unless it is required; and

e Forget that your choice of topic is not the crucial issue. It is not the topic
you choose that makes an essay successful, rather it is how you treat the
topic that counts.

Personal Statement for UCAS

Your UCAS statement must be between 1 000 to 4 000 characters in length, which
includes spaces and/or 47 lines. It is drafted in a Word document or similar, and then
copied and pasted into the UCAS website which reformats it. The software resizes it,
andyou cannot highlight, make bold, use italics, underline words, or use spell checker.

Your statement is about YOU. If applicants have similar predicted grades, then the
universities will look to the reference and personal statement to make offers. The
personal statement is the only opportunity for you to market yourself. It must be
logical, ordered, and well written. We will offer seminars on how to get started, but
it is never too early to get down on paper what you are interested in, passionate
about, your academic prowess (academic awards, competitions and so on), work
experience, summer programmes, and personal interests/co-curricular life. When
writing about your hobbies, don't list them! Talk about them in terms of what skills
you have developed (reliability, motivation, independence, initiative, team work
etc.), and when talking about events, what you gained from them. If you are aiming
to study a specific topic, do background reading and talk to your teachers. These
statements are read by academics. It is your chance to display why you have chosena
particular course and what has influenced your decision.

Universities say that all personal statements should be $0% about academic and
10% about co-curricular activities; but above all else the statement needs to be
passionate, genuine and demonstrate your curiosity about the course subject. Be
positive throughout.
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Application Types and Terms

Associates Degree (AA}: The academic degree granted upon the student’s successful
completion of the school's academic work which is transferable to institutions that grant
Bachelor's degrees; usually two years.

Bachelor’s Degree: An undergraduate degree granted upon completion of a three or
four year full-time program of study or its part-time equivalent.

Common Application: A US online application that can be used to apply to many colleges.
The applicant needs to fill out only one form, then it is sent to participating colleges you
apply to. Many colleges have additional supplemental questions which must be answered
to complete your application. The Common Application is viewed as equivalentto a
university’s general application form.

Early UCAS deadline: see DHSZ timeline.
Early Decision (ED): see DHSZ timeline.
Early Action (EA): see DHSZ timeline.

Foundation Course: A course taken at some colleges and universities, either in a wide-range
of subjects or in one subject at a basic level which prepares students for more advanced
study. Also called Pathway or Bridge. Students who apply for an art degree in the UK should
applyfor an Art Foundation as this is the preference of the universities.

Regular Decision (RD): This is a set deadline for applying to a college You must apply
by one date — usually in January or February — and receive notification of your decision in
March or April.

Rolling Admissions (RA): A policy under which a college considers applications almost
immediately after receiving them. Colleges with rolling admissions continue to accept
applicants until the class is filled. It is best to apply early.

University of California (UC) Application: Students who wish to apply to any of the
nine University of California campuses (Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Los Angeles, Merced,
Riverside, San Diego, Santa Barbara, and Santa Cruz) must complete the UC application
form. Similar to the Common Application, the UC form will only need to be completed and
submitted once. This serves as the application for all the UC schools an applicant is
interested in applying to.

University and College Admission Service (UCAS): The online system used to apply to
universities in the UK. Applicants only need to fill out one application and then it is
forwarded to the universities the applicant applies to. Applicants may list up to five
universities
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We wish you luck and the
utmost success throughout
your journey to university!
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Department of University and Careers Counselling
US Application Agreement Policy, Class of 2024

Students’ best interests are at the heart of the work we do in the University and Careers Counselling
Office. Your University Counsellors want to make the research and application process as smooth and as
successful as possible. Our schools value positive relationships with universities and strive to maintain
these relationships for the benefit of current and future students’ application success.

If you are considering applying for Early Decision (ED) or Early Action (EA) this form MUST be signed and returned to the
Counselling Office no later than 20 Jan 2023. Forms handed in after that date will not be accepted. If the form is not returned by
this date it will be assumed that you will only be applying for Regular Decision (RD). If you are remotely considering applying ED or
EA, complete this form in the affirmative‘|

What is Early Decision (ED) and Early Action (EA)?

Early Decision and Early Action are two types of an accelerated university application processes in which students must typically
complete, submit, and pay for their applications in November of Year 13, if not earlier. In most cases, students will then receive a
decision from the college before the New Year. Early Decision or Early Action is not for everyone. It is a big commitment to apply to
a university or college using an early plan.

If the student is accepted by the institution with an ED application, then the student MUST attend that university. It is a LEGALLY
BINDING agreement across nations. Applying ED to a university means that if you are denied, you cannot then apply RD to the same
university. As soon as you are accepted by your ED choice all other university applications MUST be withdrawn by email and your
counsellor cc’d #3%. You have one week to withdraw your applications. Alternatively, you can send student portal screenshots,

confirming that you are withdrawing your offer, to your counsellor. The final transcript will only be sent to this university.

An application made through the Early Action process is non-binding (except for some universities and colleges who offer Single-
Choice Early Action or Restricted Early Action); however, the commitment to the application process is the same as ED.

Indicating your interest is not automatic approval that DHSZ will support your application for ED. Applications will need to be
approved as application to these universities is extremely rigorous. In the vast majority of cases, successful students who apply ED
will need to have all A/A*s on external IGCSE and AS Level examinations, transcript grades of all A/A*s, as well as scores that are at
or above the median range for SAT/ACT and IELTS/TOEFL. There is an earlier internal application deadline than what the university
posts on their website. Failure to meet DHSZ deadlines for ED/EA will result in the cancellation of an ED/EA application.
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Are There Benefits to Applying Early Decision or Early Action?

Early Decision and Early Action plans have their benefits but only if a student has a clear preference for one university or college and
have done their research. Overall, if applying to a top school, while you are demonstrating a commitment and an undeniable
interest, an ED application is considered among a generally more highly qualified, smaller number of sincere and committed
students; i.e. it may be more difficult to get accepted as those you are competing against are the best of the best. While students
applying ED may have a slight advantage due to smaller applicant pools, they are usually very strong candidates, thus there is more
intense competition. While some universities and colleges admit higher percentages of early applications, others do not. If they do,
it is because the applicants are more qualified than those who apply Regular Decision. If you are taking a subject resit exam, then
you CANNOT apply ED. Your EA application is also significantly affected and consequently, an EA application is not advised.

Can | apply to more than one school Early Decision or Early Action?

Applying to a binding ED university indicates that this institution is your first choice for further study and, therefore, you may not
apply ED to another university. If admitted ED, other applications must be withdrawn within one week, regardless of the country.
Schools within the DCI network will thereafter not process requests for transcripts to be sent to other universities. Students
applying ED may apply EA unless prohibited by a specific university’s ED or EA policy. Please see the student/parent handbook for
further ED application information and the Code of Conduct. If you apply ED1 and are rejected, you can then apply ED2 to another
university if it is already one of the 10 choices on your Final List and it was agreed it was an ED2 choice. Note that not all universities
offer ED1 or ED2 options. If an ED2 application is successful, then the applicant will need to withdraw from all other applications in
all countries.

Students can only have three Early Action applications.

Can an Early Decision Application Be Withdrawn?

No. By applying ED, you, your parents and counsellor have all signed an agreement that serves as a binding contract stating that
your acceptance will result in your matriculation. If there are extenuating circumstances, it is best to contact the university directly
to discuss your concerns and refer to your signed contract. Breaking an ED contract can result in the ED school contacting other
universities in all countries about your recanting on the agreement and you could be blacklisted.

What if | want to apply to the US and to Oxford/Cambridge?

Students who are serious about applying to Oxford or Cambridge should make the UK their first choice and be prepared to accept
the offer if one is given after the interview. However, students with a first choice university in the US and applying ED, MUST
withdraw the Oxford or Cambridge application immediately if accepted by the ED university — this may be before you know whether
or not you have been accepted to Oxford or Cambridge.

You MUST meet all DHSZ University Application Timeline deadlines.

By signing below, | hereby agree to abide by the above. | also understand that if specified deadlines for university applications are
not met, my application materials will be sent to meet Regular Decision deadlines, as the Counselling Office cannot guarantee that
my application materials, such as transcripts and recommendations, will reach the university by the application deadline if internal
deadlines are not met. |, the student, attest that | meet the DHSZ requirement of having A/A*s on external IGCSE and AS Level
examinations, transcript grades of A/A*s, as well as extremely high SAT, ACT, TOEFL or IELTS scores. | also understand that just by
checking the box below, | am not automatically approved by DHSZ to apply ED or EA. | also confirm that if | am successful in any ED
application | will withdraw all other applications and only deposit at that university. | also understand my Final Transeript will be sent
to my ED university.

I understand that | am to complete an ED Questionnaire which is sent out in April 2023. | am aware that this Questionnaire is
mandatory for my ED application to be considered by the Counselling Office.

I also understand that irrespective of my type of application only one Final Transcript will be sent to the one university I deposit at.
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Department of University and Careers Counselling
UK Application Agreement Policy, Class of 2024

Students’ best interests are at the heart of the work we do in the University and Careers Counselling Office. Your
University Counsellors want to make the research and application process as smooth and as successful as possible.
Our schools value positive relationships with universities and strive to maintain these relationships for the benefit
of current and future students’ application success.

If you are considering applying for Oxford, Cambridge, medicine, dentistry or veterinary science in the UK, this
form MUST be signed and returned to the Counselling Office no later than Friday 20 Jan 2023. Forms handed in
afterthat date will not be accepted. If the formis not returned by this date, it will be assumed that you will NOT
be applying for Oxbridge, medicine, dentistry or veterinary science. If you are remotely considering applying to
these universities or courses, complete this form in the affirmative.

What is the early deadline for the UK?

The 15™ October is the external UCAS deadline to apply to Oxford or Cambridge (not both) and/or apply for
medicine, veterinary science or dentistry. Any student who wishes to apply, should have, in our experience, all
A/A*s and transcript grades of A/A*s, and needs to inform their Counsellor by 20 Jan 2023 via this form. For
Cambridge University, UMS results are also required. The typical conditional A-Levzl offer is A¥*AA or A*A*A for
Oxford and Cambridge; therefore students must be realistic about their ability. Indicating your interest is not
automatic approval that DHSZ will support your application for these programs or to Oxford/Cambridge. Only
supported applications are approved as applications to any of these courses and universities as they are extremely
rigorous. There is an earlier DHSZ internal application deadline in September 2023, Failure to meet DHSZ
deadlines will result in the cancellation of an early UK application. Note that there will be a required preparation
programme that you are to attend in Year 13. This will take place during CCA time.

What if | want to apply to the US and to Oxford/Cambridge?

Students who are serious about applying to Oxford or Cambridge should make this their first choice and be
prepared to accept the offer if one is given after interview. However, students with a first choice university in the
LS and applying Early Decision, MUST withdraw the Oxford or Cambridge application immediately if accepted by
the ED university — this may be before you know whether or not you have been accepted to Oxford or Cambridge.
EDis a legal and binding agreement across countries. Your withdrawal from Oxford or Cambridge is not optional.

You must meet all DHSZ University Application Timeline deadlines.

By signing below, | hereby agree to abide by the above. | also understand that if specified deadlines for university
applications are not met, my application materials will be sent to meet regular UK deadlines. The Counselling
Office cannot guarantee that my application materials, such as transcripts and

recommendations, will reach the university by the application deadline if internal deadlines are not met. |, the
student, attest that | meet the DHSZ requirement of having all A/A*s on external IGCSE and AS Level examinations,
transcript grades of A/A*s, as well as an extremely high IELTS scores. | also understand that just by checking the
box below, | am not automatically approved by DHSZ to apply early to the UK.

UK university applications are made through the UCAS portal (www.ucas.com). Only five applications will be
permitted. Once an application has been made, the agreed universities MUST NOT be changed in UCAS Track. If
you don’t receive any offers through UCAS, UCAS will automatically approve you for an EXTRA choice. See your
Counsellor for more details.
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Dulwich International High School Suzhou
Integrity Assurance Agreement 2023-24

Schools within the Dulwich College International (DCI) network value positive relationships with universities
and strive to maintain these relationships for the benefit of current and future students” application success.
To preserve our reputation and to demonstrate integrity with each university application, and to process any
application, the following must be signed by you and your parent, and on file in the University and Careers
Counselling Office BEFORE any applications will be processed by the Counselling Office. Maintaining the
Integrity Assurance Agreement benefits you and future generations of Dulwich students. Universities are well
aware of and wholeheartedly support this policy.

Application Due Dates: | agree to and will complete all tasks/assignments, as well as request/provide all
paperwork from/to my University Counsellor by the due date on the DHSZ University Application Timeline. |
am aware that deadlines may change according to the semester calendar. Any ED, EA, Restricted Early Action
(REA) or early-UK applications are subject to different (i.e. earlier) dates than Regular Decision applications.
Any Visual and Performing Arts applications have separate deadlines that may be earlier than Regular Decision
candidates. Failure to prepare the required portfolio, essays or other materials is not an acceptable reason to
miss DHSZ deadlines.

Authentic: | certify that all information submitted in the admission process is my own work, factually true, and
honestly presented, and that these documents will become the property of the institution to which 1 am
applying and will not be returned to me. | understand that | may be subject to a range of possible disciplinary
actions, including admission revocation, expulsion, or revocation of course credit, grades, and degree should
the information | have certified be false. | understand that | must not share my log-in and password details
with anyone.

DHSZ E-mail: If you provide contact information to a university or admission officer, you must use your DHSZ
email address. You must also use your DHSZ e-mail address when applying to a university or creating university
application accounts (a student portal).

DCI Counsellor Responsibility: The Counsellor is obliged to report to universities any intentional
misrepresentation or lapse of integrity as well as any changes to Year 13 courses, taken or projected.

Student/Parent Agreement: | agree to and will abide by the following terms of applying to university:
* Applications:

o I may make up to ten (10) applications.

o Applications are only to be made, and DHSZ documents will only be submitted to the
university’s main undergraduate admission office.

o UCAS: The UCAS application counts as one application although | can choose up to five
(5) UK universities.

o lcan only apply to five (5) universities in the UK regardless of how | apply with some
exceptions for foundation programmes; see your Counsellor. Applications can be made
through UCAS, directly to a university or through Common App.

o Each foundation program counts as one (1) choice.

o University of California: The University of California (UC) application counts as one
application although I can apply to as many campuses as | wish, up to nine (9).

o Each campus per university (apart from UC) counts as one (1) choice.

o Each Canadian university applied through the OUAC (Ontario Universities” Application
Centre) counts as one choice.

o Applications are to be fully researched, of true interest and appropriate for my academic
record and approved by the Counselling Office.

o Any application which requires an interview, SRAR/self reported grades or other action,
must be completed by the internal DHSZ deadline for submitting applications.
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o Only DHSZ teacher letters of recommendations that are prepared in Year 12 will be
submitted by the Counselling Office.

o This approach enhances the likelihood of acceptance and encourages me to consider
most likely, likely, and unlikely options. If I/parent chooses not to heed the advice of the
Counselling Office about likely, most likely and unlikely choices, the Counselling Office is
not responsible for the outcome.

o If an additional university application is made that is not on your approved list and/or if
it exceeds the ten universities, DHSZ will NOT send a mid-year report or final documents.
including but not limited to final transcript, graduation certificate, A-Level results or any
letters of recommendation from either your Counsellor or teachers.

e Changing Applications:

o Once the August/September parent meeting has been conducted, a Final List of ten (10)
universities MUST be submitted to the Counsellor and approved by Head of Counselling.
It is expected that all universities on the list are applied to even if offers are received.

o No changes are permitted to be made to your Final 10 universities after this date (see
Timeline) unless there are compelling circumstances and approval is obtained. Receiving
higher scores in external examinations or admissions tests (SAT/ACT/IELTS/TOEFL/
IGCSE/AS or A-Level) is not a compelling reason.

o The circumstances are deemed compelling by the Head of Counselling and Director of
School. Approval for changes are from the Head of Counselling and Director of School
together.

o No changes are permitted less than one month before the university deadline.

o Removing a “most likely” university will not be permitted.

o Once an offer is received, universities that are deemed “more competitive” CANNOT be
switched with a university already on the list.

o Once a UCAS application is submitted, the agreed universities MUST NOT change in
UCAS Track. If no offers are received, UCAS will automatically approve you to make an
EXTRA choice. This should be discussed with and agreed by the Head of Counselling.

*  Number of Accounts:

o | will have only one (1) Common App, UCAS, Coalition, UC, etc. account for each possible
application system. This account is connected to my DHSZ official school email account. |
will only submit applications under the DHSZ sanctioned account and school email. My
Counsellor will only upload/send documents to the account associated with my DHSZ
school email address.

Review of Application Components: Counsellors MUST review all components of each university application,
including essays. If not reviewed by a Counsellor, DHSZ can’t ensure the quality or accuracy of the application.
Outside help of any kind that goes beyond the scope of editing and revision is unacceptable and if it is found
out, all relevant universities will be informed of the situation. Additionally, all letters of recommendation
written by teachers and Counsellors will be withheld from universities if misleading, inaccurate, false, or
plagiarized work is found.

Multiple Country Applicants: While we support university applications throughout the world and encourage
students to explore their options, in order to maintain our good reputation, we value transparency in student
applications. We will not support temporary matriculations to universities while the student waits for
responses from universities in other countries. If you decide to do the latter despite our counsel, we will
contact the universities to make them aware of the situation and your plans.
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Predicted Grades: These are based on the student’s performance, including AS Levels. Departments will not
base predicted grades on what students require to apply for a particular course or university. You are advised
to have a balanced university list. If a list has too many “reach universities”, students will be advised to
readjust their university final list. These grades are not shared with students/parents.

Early Decision, Early Action Obligations: If you apply Early Decision (ED), Restricted Early Action (REA), Early
Action (EA) or early-UK, you are subject to the US/UK Early Application Agreement Policy. If accepted ED, |
have entered into a legal, binding contract with a university, and will only have my Mid-Year and Final
Transcript sent to the ED University.

If you are applying ED2, all other applications are to be completed and essays submitted to your counsellor by
the internal deadline. They do not need to be submitted until you know the decision of ED1. Note you will
have to submit if the deadline of the universities is before the ED1 result is known. If you chose not to do
prepare these applications, DHSZ documentation may not be submitted.

External Admission Tests: | will provide the Counselling Office with each and every test score result for the
SAT, ACT, TOEFL and IELTS. This is done by bringing a paper copy of the results to the Counsellor or taking a
screenshot of the results that shows your name and date of birth and emailing the Counsellor. | further agree
to only use DHSZ's CEEB code, 694496 or ACT code 869100 on each and every SAT, ACT or TOEFL test taken. |
am NOT permitted to use any other CEEB code or ACT code while a student at DHSZ.

Transcripts: Requesting a transcript does not mean it will be processed immediately. The Counselling Office
will ensure that the request is processed and submitted by the university deadline so long as the request is
made by the DHSZ internal deadline. Official transcripts can only be sent directly to a university or embassy,
and not to a student, parent, an agent or a third-party. | do not choose what grades are reported on the
transcript.

Decision Updates: | must provide my Counsellor with regular updates as to decisions from universities, which
shall include but is not limited to: offers, the terms of those offers, unsuccessful decisions, scholarship
information, and if deferred or waitlisted. This will be done in the time frame provided by the Counsellor.

Offers: | understand that all offers of admission (all universities in all countries) are conditional, pending
receipt of final transcripts/final examination results showing work comparable in quality to that upon which
the offer was based, as well as progression in classes and graduation from the school.

Matriculation: I affirm that | will send an enrollment deposit (or equivalent) to only one institution in one
country; sending multiple deposits (or equivalent) may result in the withdrawal of my admission offers from all
institutions. The Counselling Office will inform all universities if multiple deposits are made.

UK Applicants: | can choose up to two offers — a firm and an insurance. The insurance offer is to be below the
firm offer and a university you want to attend. See your Counsellor for more information.

By signing below, | hereby agree to abide by the aforementioned. | also understand that if specified
internal/external deadlines for university applications are not met, my prospects for admission may be
adversely affected, as the Counselling Office cannot guarantee that my application materials, such as
transcripts and recommendations, will reach the university by the application deadline.
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DHSZ Timeline for Visual and Performing Art
Applications to University (UPA) Class of 2024

This Application Timeline is ONLY for students wishing to study Art (including
architecture, graphic and product design), Music and Drama (including acting, non
acting, theatre, film and script writing). See Class of 2024 University Application
Timeline for other application type deadlines. Failure to adhere to the following
dates can and will affect university admissions.

DEADLINES

TASK

3 March 2023

Enter a long list of 15-30 universities/colleges in MaialLearning
and complete the electronic version with detailed requirements
for portfolio/audition requirements

May - June 2023

>Art candidates must meet with Head of Art for an interview, i.e.
summer plans, portfolio preparation, etc.

>Music candidates must meet with Head of Music

>Drama candidates must meet with Head of Drama

Early June 2023

>Art Portfolio preparation: Your initial art portfolio to be
approved by HOD.

>Music and Drama candidates must be reviewing their
portfolio/audition requirements with Head of Music/Drama

First Day of Term

Summer work due.

>Art candidates have to complete and show assigned art works
and art statements to HOD.

>Music candidates submit music statement

>Drama candidates submit drama statement

August - Student/Parent/Counsellor Meeting
September 2023 If applying to Oxford, Cambridge, or to Conservatories there
MAY be earlier deadlines.
September 2023 Art/Music/Drama Interview preparation workshops

Art candidates assigned a mentor to support portfolio work.

15 September 2023

Short list of universities is complete (Final 10); all schools on the
list have been identified and approved by counsellor based on
AS Level and admissions test (SAT, ACT, IELTS, TOEFL) results

15 September 2023

Once the parent meeting has been conducted, the short list of
universities MUST be submitted. No changes are permitted to be
compelling circumstances and approval is obtained. Approval for
changes are from the Director of Counselling and Director of
School. No changes are permitted less than one month before
the university deadline

18 September 2023

Art/Music/Drama candidates need to submit the copy of
approved university list to the Head of Art/Music/Drama
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Applications to art, music and drama programmes require additional steps,
including applications, auditicns (in person, live video or recordings), portfolios,
résumes, etc. It is an extremely competitive process both actively and creatively.
Failure to prepare the required university materials is NOT a compelling reason to
miss internal or external deadlines. You have one year to prepare - start now.

By signing below, | hereby agree to abide by the aforementioned. | also understand
that if internal/external deadlines for university applications are not met, my
prospects for admission may be

adversely affected. The Art/Music/Drama Department cannot guarantee that the
quality of my art/music/drama portfolio will reach the university admission
requirements and the Counselling Department cannot guarantee that application
materials, such as transcripts and recommendations, will reach the university by the
application deadline.
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